


WELCOME
Welcome to Ada, the National College for Digital Skills, where your 
tech career begins. With over 100,000 unfilled tech jobs in the UK 
and the rapid rise of AI, the demand for skilled professionals is 
soaring as technology transforms roles across all industries. At 
Ada, we see the immense opportunities for young people to build 
successful careers in fields like software development, 
cybersecurity, games design, and data analysis.

We are excited to announce the launch of our new sixth form 
provision in Manchester in September 2026 based in our new 
state-of-the-art campus in Ancoats! Ada’s mission is to make the 
tech sector more representative and address the growing need for 
skilled digital professionals in Greater Manchester. We are looking 
for young people from across the region who want to embark on a 
pathway into a successful career creating the technology of the 
future.

Manchester Sixth Form Admissions
MCRsixthformadmissions@ada.ac.uk



CURRICULUM OFFER

T Level in Digital Software Development

The T Level in Digital Software Development is the academic equivalent of three A Levels 
and as such attracts UCAS points. It has been developed by the DfE  in partnership with 

top employers including ARM, BBC, Cisco and CompTIA. This is an industry aligned, 
rigorous qualification that is studied over two years and provides students with all the 
industry-specific knowledge and skills required to create interactive digital products. 

The T Level curriculum 

This Level 3 Programme comprises of a Core Component, an Occupational 
Specialist Component and an Industry Placement. Students develop both 
in-depth knowledge and practical skills in:
• Problem solving
• Programming (full-stack development)
• Legislation and regulatory requirements
• Business context (including UX/UI)
• Data (including Database Development)
• Digital environments (including Networking)
• Cyber security

45 day employer placement 

The Industry placement lasts for a minimum of 315 hours (45 days) and this 
can include taster days. The placement can be taken either in multi-week 
blocks, 2 days per week or a combination of these between summer of your 
first year and the end of your second year. 

Entry Requirements 

Grade 6 or above in Computing
Grade 5 or above in Maths
Grade 5 or above in English Language

Course Specifics

Pearson T Level Technical Qualification in Digital Software Development 
1200 GLH) 603/5832/4



HOW TO APPLY

SCAN TO 
APPLY NOW!

Step 1
Explore our website (ada.ac.uk) to find out more 
about our curriculum and our Open Days

Step 3
Attend a Lift-off Day where you will have a short 
interview and complete a problem-solving task.

Step 5
On GCSE Results day, come to Ada and enrol 
into year 12!

Step 2
Scan the QR code below and complete the online 
application form. Once your application has been 
reviewed you will be invited to create your account 
on our applicant portal and finalise your application.

Step 4
If successful in securing a place, you will be invited 
to fun events and taster days throughout the year.



T Level Workplacements Explained
The Digital T levels were  developed by the Department of Education in partnership with top employers such as 
ARM, BBC, BT, Cisco, and CompTIA, ensuring you gain the precise knowledge and skills that are highly sought 
after in the industry. The course at Ada is led by a team of highly experienced Computer Science teachers who 
are passionate about guiding you toward a successful professional career. They bring a wealth of real-world 
experience into the classroom, offering you insights that go beyond textbooks.

As part of your T Level, you will undertake a minimum of 45 days of industry placement, providing you with the 
opportunity to work closely with computing industry experts. You’ll apply your software design and development 
skills in a professional environment and learn directly from industry leaders. In addition you will complete a 
number of industry-based professional certification programmes from the likes of Cisco Networking Academy.

This T Level offers a rigorous combination of specialised academic learning in computing, delivered by expert 
teachers, and extensive hands-on experience in the workplace. By the end of your two-year program, you’ll be 
well-equipped to transition seamlessly into a Digital Apprenticeship Degree or a University Computer Science 
Degree, setting the stage for a thriving career in the digital sector.

When can I apply to Ada’s T level in Digital 
Software Development?

Applications for the September 2026 intake are open now! 

Contact us to meet  the team, chat with learners, get a 
tour of the campus and learn more about the T Level 
curriculum.

I think T Levels are good because they give you a big head start to 
your career in the tech industry, gives you a big insight into tech and 
a lot more hands on experience.

-Leo (T Level Student) 

APPLY
HERE
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LIFE AT ADA
Ada’s Student Voice
Shape the college experience

Get Mentored by
Tech Industry Pros
One-to-one coaching

Campus in the heart
of Manchester

Modern facilities and easy
access by public transport

Free Laptop
and financial support availableExceptional pastoral

support
from our student services team

Scan to experience
 student life

at Ada!
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We’re excited to welcome you to 
Ada Manchester, 

where your tech career begins. 

www.ada.ac.uk
mcrsixthformadmissions@ada.ac.uk
@ada_college

Manchester Victoria Train station - 10 mins
Manchester Piccadilly Train Station - 15 mins

Piccadilly Gardens - 10 mins
Shudehill - 10 mins
St Peter’s Gardens - 10 mins

Our Manchester campus is conveniently located and is easily 
accessible by public transport.

Nearest Stations:

APPLY NOW

16 Blossom St, Ancoats, Manchester, M4 5AF


